
Compost, compost, compost!
www.hillside.solutions/compostclub
Decomposition of food waste and other biodegradables in  
landfills produce methane, 28% more potent than carbon  
dioxide. As an industrial composter, Hillside Solutions accepts 
anything that was once living, including meat, greasy pizza 
boxes, pet waste, etc. Compostable plates, spoons, forks and 
knives are also accepted (locally available in bulk for a reason-
able price at Larsen Supply in Council Bluffs, https://www.
larsensupplyco.com/). Compost bins for drop offs can be 
found throughout Omaha, Elkhorn and Gretna. In return for 
composting, you get 3 free cubic feet of compost soil each 
year (for yourself or to donate), as well as 20% off mulch. Both 
can be picked up at Hillside’s facility, Soil Dynamics, near the 
Omaha airport. Monthly fees range from $4.50/month for 
Seniors, teachers, military, vets and students, $8.99/month for 
families and $19/month for businesses. 

Eliminate “fast” fashion from 
your closet 
Rather than buy cheap and/or new clothing (which uses  
enormous amounts of water, energy and chemicals to  
produce), consider ThredUp (thredup.com) and  
Poshmark (poshmark.com), online vendors for gently  
used clothing (brand names at all price points).

Consider refillable options
https://existgreen.com/
Exist Green in Dundee is a zero waste store. Bring in a contain-
er or use one from the store to refill select dry goods, personal 
care items, olive oil, vinegar for cleaning, essential oils, etc. 
A selection of carefully curated sustainable products for the 
kitchen and bath are also available. 

Hefty® Orange Energy Bags
https://www.hefty.com/products/hefty-energybag 
Orange Energy Bags can be used for many plastics that can’t 
be recycled conventionally, such as bread bags, cereal liners, 
toothpaste tubes, packing peanuts and much more (check 
website). Omaha, Bellevue, La Vista, Louisville, Papillion, Ralston 
and Lincoln residents can place filled bags in their recycling bin. 
Bags can also be dropped off at the FirstStar facility at 10330 
“I” Street, Suite 100. Plastic waste from the bags is used to 
create new products. Bags can be found with trash bags at 
grocers or home improvement centers (the website includes a 
list of retailers). 

 

Recycle unusable clothing
https://www.facebook.com/clothesbinomaha/ 
The Clothes Bin has green drop boxes throughout Omaha and 
Elkhorn for used clothing and shoes that are stained, torn, or 
otherwise not able to be donated for reuse.

Recycle or Terracycle
https://www.firststarrecycling.com/recycling-guide 
Clean out containers before putting the recycling bin, and make 
sure what you are putting in the bin is acceptable at your re-
cycling facility (check the recycling guide from FirstStar for a 
list of what can and cannot be recycled in Omaha and Lincoln). 
FirstStar only recycles plastic items marked with a 1, 2, 3 or 5. 
Aluminum cans are accepted, but aluminum foil and glass is not. 

https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/ 
TerraCycle is a recycling business that runs a volunteer-based 
recycling platform to collect non-recyclable pre-consumer and 
post-consumer waste on behalf of corporate donors or mu-
nicipalities to turn it into raw material for new products. They 
also have programs to collect waste from individuals, schools, 
non-profits and businesses for items that are not accepted locally 
or are difficult to recycle (such as PPE, toys, candy/snack wrap-
pers, razors, etc.). Corporate sponsored programs for specific 
items collect waste at no cost from participants. Zero Waste 
Boxes for a variety of other items can be purchased, filled and 
shipped to Terracycle (shipping costs are included in the price of 
the box). Some of the products made from the recycled waste 
can be purchased on the website. 

Safe disposals
Check websites for hours and current list of accepted items.

Electronics (fees may apply)

Motherboard • https://sadoffelectronicsrecycling.com  
Cross Electronics • https://www.crossrecycling.com

Hazardous household waste (free)

Under the Sink • http://www.underthesink.org/
Keep products (paints, cleaners, etc.) in original containers, and 
visit their Re-Store for free items in good condition for reuse.

Bulbs & electronics (not all locations accept every-
thing for recycling, so call ahead; fees may apply)

Batteries Plus • www.batteriesplus.com/recycling
Fluorescent, LED, halogen, mercury bulbs and ballast, batteries, 
tablets, cords, portable tools, charging accessories 
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